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September 26, 2016 JUSTIFIED BY FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE

ROMANS 3.27-31

“Therefore” - Drawing conclusions from 3.21-26. “When you see how God revealed his righteousness through the
faithfulness of Jesus Christ, what happens to your boasting? It is shut out.”

What is it that nullifies the boasting? Why does Paul bring up boasting here? Applicable to Jew and Gentile but
focused on the Jew. 2.17 - They boast in God, resting on the Law (i.e., being Jews).

Not all boasting is bad (cf. Jer 9.23-24; cf also 1Cor 1.31; Gal 6.14). Must have the proper ground so that it is not
rooted in some self-righteous pride.

Outside of God’s provision there is no ground for boasting. No one can say “I am righteous.” All are sinners.

“[How is it shut out?] Through what Law? Of works?” “Works of the Law” = that which makes Jews Jews (cf. 3.20)

God has revealed his saving righteousness “apart from the Law” (3.21). Not even the Jew has a ground for boasting
because “there is no distinction, all sinned and are falling short of the glory of God” (3.22b-23).

Jew stands on same needy ground as Gentile: the need for justification (forgiveness & righteousness). Law doesn’t
provide this. It only deepens the condemnation of the Jew as sinners.

To pledge your loyalty to Jesus, to put your faith in him, will mean that your identity as the people of God will no
longer be found in the Law. That ground for boasting is gone.

What is this “Law of works?” Not “merit-based justification.” Doesn’t fit the context. It refers to living Jewishly. 

The Jews have presumed upon this real status and believe God “owes” them vindication; God is in their debt. 

In their presumption the Jews were standing on their own righteousness, a righteousness that they created over
against what God revealed in Christ. Revealed in their crucifixion of Jesus (3.9-20).

Even more than that, they had come to believe that this righteous status would be exclusive to them as “the Law
people.” That is, only the Jews would be vindicated and, therefore, declared to be the true sons of God. Cf.
9.30–10.4.

The Jews pursued a righteousness–a fulfillment of God’s covenant promises, life–by an ignorant use of the works of
the Law instead of submitting to the righteousness of God, a righteousness revealed in Christ Jesus’ death and
resurrection.

Summary: Against the clear revelation of God in Christ, the Jews established their own way of salvation through
their status as the Law people, their own way to see the promises of God fulfilled, without submitting to God himself.

What is this “law of faith?” This law of faith is the revelation of the righteousness of God

The Law of faith is not an enemy of the Law of Moses. Indeed, Paul says, the Law of Moses is established or upheld
through this Law of faith.

“Faith” - broader than personal response of allegiance to God. Cf. Gal 3.23 where faith = Christ Jesus.

“The faith” is as much a person as it is a response. “The faith,” in the context of Gal 3, is the revelation of God’s
fulfilled promise to Abraham. There is an emphasis on God’s faithfulness in fulfilling his promises.

The “law of faith” I take to speak about the faith that God requires as a response to the fulfillment of the Law in
Christ Jesus (Rom 10.4). I believe it is the human response of faith answering God’s faithfulness revealed in Christ
Jesus.
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The Law of works depends upon a righteousness established apart from God’s revelation in Christ and the Law of
faith depends upon a righteousness established through God’s revelation in Christ.

The contrast between the “Law of works” and the “Law of faith:” how you understand the people of God to be
identified. Are the people of God identified by being Jews, or are they identified by being in union with Christ Jesus?

Paul says later that if they want to still practice some things in the Law, that’s okay. But that is not how they find
their identity as the people of God (Rom 14–15). You are not justified by being “Law people.”

v. 28 For we reckon a man to be justified by faith apart from the works of the Law. A man is accounted as
“righteous” in the court of God, not by being a Jew, but by faith in Christ Jesus.

Justified: to be counted or declared righteous and, therefore, a true son of God. In God’s court he rules in your favor
and says, “You are righteous.” Jesus was justified in this way (1.4; 4.25)

How are we justified? By faith, apart from the works of the Law. We are counted righteous as we pledge our loyalty
to God as he has revealed himself in Christ Jesus; when we adopt God’s way of thinking and living as he has
revealed it in Christ Jesus.

v 29: Or is God a God of the Jews only? Is he not a God of the Gentiles? Yes, also of the Gentiles, 30 since God is
one who will justify the circumcision from faith and the uncircumcision through faith. 

Questions don’t make sense if Paul is dealing with a principle of “works/merit-based salvation.” The question is a
Jew-Gentile question; if one could claim justification by being a Jew.

Since there is only one God who created the world (and is saving it), he is not exclusively the God of one ethnic
group. Paul uses Dt 6.4 as foundation. 

Just as there is no distinction between Jews and Gentiles in sin and their consequent need for justification through the
redemption of Christ Jesus, so there is no distinction between them when it comes to who saves them, how they are
saved, and the family of which they are a part when God saves them. 

Foundation for what Paul will exhort the church to be in 12ff. These matters can’t divide the church. To make these
matters a wall of division in the church is tantamount to creating a way of justification outside of Christ.

v. 31: Therefore, do we abolish the law through the faith? By no means! On the contrary, we establish the Law.

How does this establish the Law? The Law is established because Christ came to fulfill it.

Jesus came and submitted to the Law in order to fulfill the Law’s purpose. Later Paul will say that Christ is “the
end–the goal–of the Law” (10.4). The Law (if I may personify it) was always straining forward, anticipating being
fulfilled and was happy when Jesus came to do it. 

The Law’s position was always a temporary one to mark off Abraham’s seed. Once this mission is over, the Law
gladly steps aside. It has played its part in the redemption of the world by providing a place for death in order to
redeem the world from sin.

1. Our justification is in Christ alone.

2. Our justification speaks as much to our social relationships as it does to our personal relationship with God.


