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September 5, 2015 CHOOSE THIS DAY WHOM YOU WILL SERVE

MARK 15.1-15 (W/ ISA 52.13-15; AC 17.1-9)

Chief priests, scribes, elders bind, lead away, and “hand over” (same word as “betray” used of Judas) Jesus to Pilate.

“Handing over” began with the disciples: Judas “one of the twelve.” Jews “hand over” Jesus to Pilate. Pilate, the
representative Gentile, will “hand over” Jesus to be crucified (15).

The whole world has rejected Jesus as Messiah. The whole world is guilty before God.

Who is Pilate? How did he become a prominent figure? Herod’s son, Archelaus, was replaced as ruler in Judea and
Samaria in AD 6 because of his heavy-handed ruling. Emperor appointed a governor/procurator for the region. Pilate
was one that reigned from 26-36 AD.

Jewish authorities limited in authority by Rome. Appeal had to be made to Pilate for capital punishment.

Accusation: “King of the Jews.” This was the connotation of the claim to tear down and rebuild the Temple.

Pilate asks: “Are you the King of the Jews?” This is the accusation that ultimately has him crucified. “King of the
Jews” will hang above his head on the cross for all the world to see that this was his claim and this is Rome’s power
over all rival kings.

Jesus being the King of the Jews is obviously a significant part of the story. It is significant, in fact, to the whole
Gospel of Mark who reveals Jesus (primarily) as being a new and true David, the King of the Jews.

Jesus is being accused of being a rival king, challenging the present authorities and their claim to rule.

Not a “private religious” belief with no “political” implications. Jesus was being accused of being a challenge to
Caesar (cf. Ac 17.7).

If the Jesus we preach doesn’t challenge the system(s) of government in our lands, we are proclaiming a different
gospel than the apostles. It is precisely the challenge to the systems of power wherever they exist that Jesus is
challenging and over which his kingdom will rule.

These principalities and powers are the unseen world of the demonic that stand behind the oppressive and ungodly
governments of the world as well as the governments themselves.

Evil is challenged on the basis that Jesus is King/Lord, not “natural law” or “tradition.” 

“You say.” Could be an affirmative, or “You make the judgment” or “You declare it.” He will declare it as he puts
the placard above him on the cross (15.26).

Jesus is King. That is a non-negotiable. Will you recognize him as such? Will Rome, at this time, recognize him as
such and declare it? Choose this day whom you will serve.

Jesus silence = suffering servant (cf. Isa 53.7). 

Pilate is amazed. He has no real power over Jesus because Jesus doesn’t fear any of them.

Feast - Passover/Unleavened Bread. Both feasts concerned with firstborn sons of Israel.

Israel = firstborn son (Ex 4.22, 23). What happens to the firstborn sons of Israel represents what happens with Israel.

Passover concerns the deliverance of firstborn through blood and meal. Unleavened Bread concerns consecration of
the firstborn through redemption of the death of an animal. The firstborn would then serve at the altar as priest.
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Gentile ruler is given the firstborn “to redeem;” i.e., to find a substitute so that the firstborn can go free.

Barabbas - insurrectionist; committed murder. Name means “son of the father.”

Barabbas embodies what Israel is right now; i.e., Israel’s views of the kingdom of God. He is the sinful firstborn son
that needs to be redeemed

Barabbas and Jesus present two ways of being the kingdom: revolution or submission to Jesus’ way. Israel will
follow one or the other, but they can’t have both.

Pilate knows that they hand Jesus over because of envy. Envy = a perversion of godly jealousy that seeks to protect
the purity of legitimate relationships.

Envy begrudges others of their relationships and seeks to intrude and deprive others of their rightful relationships
(i.e., to people or possessions). 

Jesus has come as their king, thus displacing them from their rule over Israel. They were stewards until God’s
Messiah came. When he came they were to yield their authority to him. They refuse.

Israel chooses who will serve them as “king:” Barabbas. The consequences of their choice will come to full flower in
AD 70.

“Crucify him!” Why crucifixion? Crucifixion was the great declaration of Rome’s power; a power that evoked fear in
nations. In crucifixion Rome would be able to declare to the world, “This is what happens to rival kings.”

To die by crucifixion was to die suspended on a tree. In fact, Peter calls it a tree in 1Pt 2.24. According to the Law,
anyone hanging on a tree dead was cursed by God (cf. Dt 21.23; cf. also Gal 3.13).

Crucifixion would send just the message that they wanted to send: far from being God’s Anointed One, this man is
cursed by God. If God leaves him on a tree, he is cursed.

Therein lies the irony. They are right. He is cursed. He, who knew no sin, becomes sin for the Barabbases, Peters,
Pilates, Jews, Gentiles of this world, bearing the curse we deserve, so that we can escape the wrath of God. 

The son who deserves the curse has a substitute, a son who will redeem him from death. This is what the true King of
the Jews does, and this is the way of his kingdom.

1. Christ died, the just for the unjust. 

2. Jesus’ kingship over the totality of human existence.


