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The order of these next three topics, which are drawn from our

name, reflect the priority of our identities. First, and most

important, we are part of Christ’s universal or catholic church.

God’s family is much bigger than our particular church and even

our particular denomination. We are a part of this larger family that

confesses Jesus Christ as Lord. The church of Jesus Christ exists

where his people are gathered around his Word and Sacraments

(i.e., baptism and the Lord’s Supper).

Far from being an “added-extra” to my Christian life, Christ’s

church is integral to what it means to be a Christian. As Christians

we believe and confess a God who exists forever as Three Persons

and yet One God. This God is the God who created heaven and

earth and all that it is in them. When he created man, he

specifically tells us that he created him in his own image. Among

the many things that this means, we are certainly to understand that

we are individuals who are to be united to others to form a

community. God is many (Three Persons) yet one (One God), so

we are to be many individuals yet one mankind. This was God’s

intention in our creation in his image. God created man in his

image as both a man (singular) and as a man (plural): man and wife

(Gen 1.27). When sin enters the picture, this not only destroys us as

individuals, but it also destroys relationships, ripping apart what

God intended to be joined together (i.e., death). This happened

when sin was first committed in the Garden of Eden. But from that

time forward God has graciously and persistently worked to finish

what he started in creation. God would have man (humanity)

conformed to his image. This would mean that man would be what

he should be as an individual in relationships with other people.

In order to accomplish this plan, sin had to be defeated. Once

sin is defeated, the project of forming man into the community that

God intended is possible. Sin was defeated in the death and

resurrection of Jesus Christ. He is the last Adam (1Cor 15.45) and

he takes for himself a new bride, the church (Eph 5.25-32). Joined

with the God-Man, Jesus Christ, the church is this new humanity

that God intended. As Paul says in Ephesians 5, just like man and

wife, we are bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh. The church is

the body of Christ.

Being a Christian cannot rightly be understood apart from a

commitment to Christ’s church; a church that is found in local

communities all over the world who are gathered around Christ’s

Word and Sacraments. It is in baptism in the name of the Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit that we are identified as disciples of Christ

(Matt 28.19). In this baptism we brought into the church (1Cor

12.13). Those who eat the bread and drink the wine of the Lord’s

Supper in the gathered worship assembly are those who are

identified as Christians (1Cor 10.16-17). It is within and with the

church that we have communion. The church is not simply an aid

to one’s personal journey. Being a part of Christ’s church is about

living as truly human lives. That is, the church is locale of God’s

image-bearing people. Being a participating member is not just

important but vital. 


