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September 14, 2014 THREADING NEEDLES WITH CAMELS

MARK 10.17-31
In order to enter the kingdom of God, one must forsake all others and declare absolute loyalty to King Jesus.

Related to the previous story: children come “poverty stricken” and completely dependent, finding their security in their Father.
The rich tend to find their security in their riches. They must become as children. That takes a specific shape for this man.

1. WHAT MUST I DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE? (17-22)
“as he was going out into the way.” “The way” = a theme from the beginning of the Gospel (cf. 1.2-3). Prepared by John, followed
by Jesus to the cross and through the cross to the resurrection.

Jesus gives up everything so that he might inherit the kingdom (through death and resurrection). The rich man is not willing to give
up his present life for the coming kingdom.

“Good teacher, what must I do to inherit life belonging to the age.” Many take this man as a arrogant, self-righteous hypocrite. Not
much in the text to support that view. Must import some views into the text to make it say that.

He is aggressively desperate and positions himself in humility before Jesus. Jesus responds, not by harsh rebuke as he would do
with the self-righteous Pharisees, but as he responds to the woman caught in adultery (Jn 8.1ff.)

I believe we are given a picture here of a man who is faithful, a covenant-keeper in Israel, much like we see of Simeon around the
time of Jesus’ birth. Simeon was a “righteous and God-fearing man” who was waiting for the consolation of Israel (Lk 2.25ff.).

“Eternal life” - fine translation, but we tend only to hear “life without end.” That is in there, but it has more substance.

More literally, “life of the age.” What age? History divided into “present (evil) age” and “the age to come” (cf. 10.30). Age to
come = the coming of the kingdom of God, when God’s Son will rule in righteousness and peace forever.

God’s people will “inherit eternal life.” Tokens in the past = conquering, taking possession of, and eventually dividing the
Promised Land. 

This man wants to be a part of the inheritance of which all others were types and shadows (and not like the Canaanites who were
cast out of the land).

“Good teacher” ...“Why do you call me good? No one is good except the one God?” - flattery? No. More like Nicodemus (Jn 3)

This man may see the unity of Jesus with the Father and is calling him good on that basis. Jesus’ question may not be a rebuke, but
something of a shock question, “You realize that you have just made a profound statement, don’t you?”

If Jesus really is “good,” then his words are good and authoritative, the very words of God himself and must be obeyed.

Man’s initial posture: “I am willing to do anything you tell me because your words are the words of God himself.”

Jesus points him to the last six commandments. Is he playing along with the man’s “salvation by works” mentality? No. 

Ultimately, Jesus promises him eternal life if he goes and does something; namely, sells all he has, gives it to the poor, and follows
him. Is Jesus promoting a salvation by works? God forbid!

There was never a time in human history that men could merit their salvation by good works. It has always been by grace through
faith, a gift of God lest anyone should boast. Men may have distorted God’ s Law into some meritorious system of salvation, but
God never intended his Law as a means of earning salvation points.

The Law itself doesn’t demand sinless perfection in order to be faithful to it. The Law provides offerings for the forgiveness of sin.

Moses promised that faithfulness to the Law would end in life. Cf. Dt 30.19. Jesus is consistent with Moses here.
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There is no obedience apart from faith. Without faith it is impossible to please God, the author of Hebrews says (Heb 11.6). But
faith always walked in the way of God’s commandments, the way of life (cf. Ps 19; 119).

“All these I have kept from my youth.” He has been a faithful covenant keeper from childhood. Cp. Lk 1.6. Jesus responds in love.

Requirement: go sell all he has, give to the poor, and follow Jesus. Man is not only rich, his riches are all tied up in Israel. To give
up these riches is not only to give up possessions, but to give up on Israel as she is presently.

He is invested in that which is passing away. He needs to make investments in heaven where his treasures will be guarded and will
not pass away. God will hold his treasure in trust until the time when the kingdom comes in and then give them back and more.

Now this man must decide if he will have any other gods before the one true God. Will he make his riches and Israel an idol, or will
he obey the “good Teacher” (who speaks the commandments of God)?

Does Jesus still require this same thing today? Yes, but it may not take this form. 

If Jesus came to us today and said, “In order to inherit the kingdom, you must forsake ______”, is there anything that you would
put in that blank so that you would respond, “No way.”

2. HOW DIFFICULT IS IT FOR THE RICH TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD? (23-27)
Speaks 3x of the difficulty of the rich entering into the kingdom of God.

“Eye of the needle” is not a gate in Jerusalem but a sewing needle. Camel is the largest land animal around Judea.

The rich generally trust in their riches for their security. They are self-sufficient.

“Who then can be saved?” Where in the world would this question come from? Riches are the evidence of God’s favor/blessing.
The faithful rich are surely “in.”

To the disciples, Jesus just made it impossible for anyone to be saved. Jesus basically says, “Yes, it is impossible ... with men.”
Men can’t simply change their heart loyalties, giving up their idols. But God can change heart loyalties.

3. WHAT’S IN IT FOR US? (28-31)
“Behold, we have forsaken all and followed you.” Matthew records the question, “What therefore will we have?” Peter is saying,
“Look, we’ve done what you told this man to do. Will there be a reward for us? Will we enter the kingdom of God?”

Jesus doesn’t rebuke. Reward should be expected based on God’s promises to the faithful. God is righteous and will not forget your
work and labor of love.... (Heb 6.10). 
 
Receive a hundredfold in the present - expanded family right now.

In the future, eternal life (“life belonging to the age” = inheritance of all that kingdom of God promises to be)

There is reward for those who confess loyalty to Jesus as King. One day God will turn this whole system on its head so that many
of those who are presently first will be last and the last will be first.

Those who have the power, privilege, and possessions now opposed to Jesus will be divested of all that they have.

The last–the lowly, the ones who come to Jesus like children–they will then be first. They will rule. There are great riches both now
and in the future; but you must have faith enough to follow the one who promises. 

1. We must not allow the good blessings of God to become idols in our lives that keep us from being loyal to Jesus.


