
1

October 12, 2014 SEEING THE GOSPEL: SEEING THE GOSPEL CLEARLY

MARK 10.46-52
Healings are parables. They are literal, historical realities, but they teach us the mysteries of the kingdom.

The disciples are blind and need to receive their sight with regard to the mission of Jesus and the nature of the gospel. The healing
of blind Bar-Timaeus reveals what Jesus came to do for the disciples (and the world) and how they are to respond to him.

The conversation with James, John, and the other ten disciples still in view in the story of Bar-Timaeus.

Son of David moving to Jerusalem (10.32). Place where David established his throne centuries earlier (cf. 2Sm 5). Disciples seem
to believe that Jesus will do the same thing; i.e.,  conquer and establish the throne.

Conquest is what will happen but not like the disciples are expecting. Mark hints at the conquest in speaking of Jesus going to and
leaving Jericho.

Joshua (Gr. “Jesus”) went into Jericho as the first conquest of the Promised Land (Josh 6). Jericho was destroyed with only a small
remnant being saved (i.e., Rahab and her family).

Joshua/Jesus is going back to the city to conquer. Conquest will come through his own slaughter followed by resurrection.

Jesus leaves Jericho with at “significant crowd.” Old creation - death is primary with a remnant saved. New creation - life is
primary and death is on the defensive.

Bar-Timaeus, a blind man, was sitting “alongside the way begging.” “The way” - significant theme in Mark beginning in Mk 1.2-3.
Jesus walks in the “way.” (Christians are people of “the way;” Ac 9.2.)

Bar-Timaeus means “son of honor.” Irony. This son of honor, this son of glory, is a helpless blind man who sits along side the road
begging and depending solely upon the mercy of others. Hardly the honor envisioned for a son whose father’s name is Honor.

Perspective on mankind: We were made for glory and honor. We were made to take dominion over the earth and rule as kings and
queens in God’s creation. But we have fallen short of the glory of God.

Perspective on disciples: they sought honor; they don’t recognize that they are blind beggars in need of Jesus’ merciful healing.

Blindness - inability to see; inability to discern/make judgments. Speaks of the deeper problem of sin in the world. Not necessarily
personal sin of Bar-Timaeus or parents (cf. Jn 9), but general infection of sin in man.

Man lost his ability to “see,” ironically, when his eyes were opened after eating the forbidden fruit (Ge 3). Hearts became darkened
and reasoning was futile (Rom 1.21). Bodily blindness is the fruit of this problem.

Jesus deals with this blind man so that his disciples and we might reflect on our own blindness; places where we might not be
making proper judgments in following his way; places where we need to ask for healing mercy.

“Son of David, Jesus, have mercy upon me!” The blind man is the one who actually sees Jesus for who he really is.

“Son of David” - Christ, the king; the King is the servant of YHWH (2Sm 7.8). The servant of YHWH is a theme taken up by
Isaiah. When the king, the servant, comes, it will mean the renewal of creation, not least of which is restoration of sight to the blind
(Isa 35.1-5; 42.7).

Since Jesus is the Son of David, the servant of YHWH, Bar-Timaeus can expect blind eyes to be opened.

He was rebuked. Recalls earlier story in which disciples rebuked mothers and children from coming to Jesus.

Jesus sends his disciples to “call him.” They will go in the authority of Jesus to call others and bring them to Jesus.

Bar-Timaeus throws off his cloak, springs up, and goes to Jesus. This man’s cloak was probably was probably his greatest
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protection and possession. Willing to leave it behind unlike the rich man earlier.

“What do you want me to do for you?” - Being blind reduces you to begging, receiving mercy of others. He wants to be able to
work, be fruitful, and fulfill the commission given to man in the beginning. 

He is not looking for instant honor. He is not trying to take a short cut to glory, grasping at the throne. He is wanting to become
what God created him to be so that he complete the mission God has given all men in the world.

“Your faith has saved you.” Not faith in faith; e.g., “You believed strongly enough therefore it will be done.” Faith in Jesus as the
fulfillment of the promises of God.

Faith is not a wish or merely as strong desire for something. Faith is resting and relying upon God’s word. Faith says, “I believe
what you said is true, and I want my life to be in line with what you say.” 

Faith says, “God, I believe that I shall have this because you have promised it.” True faith is always bounded by God’s word. That
is the kind of faith that saves. 

“Saved” - rescue from a perilous situation; can be used in the medical field. Not speaking of some “out-of-the-body” salvation.

Jesus came to save the whole person. Salvation for Bar-Timaeus may not have been limited to his physical sight being restored, but
it certainly includes his physical sight being restored. 

It wasn’t as if Jesus said, “Bar-Timaeus, understand that I have come to save your immaterial soul. Your sight is incidental at least
and inconsequential at best. You shouldn’t worry about your physical eyes being healed. You should only worry about ‘spiritual’
sight.” 

Bar-Timaeus already had “spiritual sight.” The blind man was the only one around there who saw Jesus for who he was. He wanted
his eyes to reflect the deeper realities in his life.

What was true about his enlightened mind became true about his eyes. So it will be with us and all of Jesus’ faithful disciples. What
is true about us right now will eventually be reflected in our transformed bodies. 

Jesus’ healings are all foreshadowing of our participation in the fullness of salvation; i.e., when our whole persons–what we can see
and what we can’t see about ourselves–will be completely transformed and healed through resurrection.

Once he received his sight, Mark tells us, he followed Jesus in the way. In the beginning, he was alongside the way begging. Now,
with restored sight, Bar-Timaeus joins Jesus in the way. 

As fully human, a man who can now live fully as the image of God, he will join in the mission of the Son of David, laboring with
him in order that he might be fully granted with him that title “Son of Honor;” so that he might inherit the glory promised to all the
faithful sons of God.

What does this story say about us?

What, if anything, does this say concerning our ministry to the physically impaired?

What does this say about our ministry to the deepest needs of humanity; the need for forgiveness of sin and restoration into the
image of God?


