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October 5, 2014 SEEING THE GOSPEL: A DISTORTED VISION OF THE GOSPEL

MARK 10.35-45
The disciples are blind and need to receive their sight with regard to the mission of Jesus and the nature of the gospel. James and
John reveal their blindness, and Jesus moves to heal their vision.

James (lit. Jacob) and John - two brothers called among the first disciples; 2 of Jesus 3 “mighty men” (cp. 2Sm 23.8-12). They are
his closest advisors, warriors, and leaders of his armies. 

They are seeking to leverage their relationship for self-serving goals.

Nothing wrong with coming in boldness to petition the king. Cf. Heb 4.16. The nature and aim of the petition makes the boldness
either proper or arrogant. James and John were seeking to serve themselves instead of the kingdom.

In our relationships do we seek to take selfish advantage of the relationship instead of seeing ourselves as servants to the others? 

When we go to God in prayer, is it as if we are sitting on Santa’s lap and telling him what we want for Christmas all the time? 

What we ask reveals what we believe about the nature of Christ’s kingdom, just as it did with James and John.

“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory” - most prominent places in the kingdom.

Jesus has already promised the Twelve that they will rule (cf. Mt 19.28). Aspiring to that rule is not the problem. Aspiring to rule
above everyone else for the sake of having the authority is the problem. They still can’t “see.” 

“You do not know what you ask.”  They only see what they want to see. The don’t see the responsibility that comes with privilege.

Jesus is going to Jerusalem to be enthroned. He will have one on his right and one on his left: two brigands.

Jesus answers their question talking about a cup and baptism. Both have kingly imagery associated with them.

The cup - judgment (either rendering it or receiving it). Kings have cups (and cupbearers; Neh 1.11; cf. also Ge 44.5). The cup has
blessing and/or curse in it. 

YHWH, the king, has a cup in his hand. Cf. Ps 75.8. Many times this cup is for punishment (Jer 25.15-28; cf. also Isa 51.17, 22; Jer
51.7; Lam 4.21; Ezek 23.31ff.; Hab 2.15). 

To have the cup is to be in a position of power/authority. To drink from it may indicate your authority as a ruler and reception of
blessing, but it may also mean that you are the recipient of wrath. 

Jesus leaves it somewhat ambiguous to the cloudy eyes of James and John. We will meet this cup again in the Garden of
Gethsemane when Jesus prays for the Father to allow this cup to be removed from him if possible (Mk 14.36). 

This is that cup of kingly responsibility. That kingly responsibility means drinking the cup of wrath.

Baptism - the place where God declares “This is my Son” (cf. Mk 1.11). Seen with Noah (Ge 6–9; cp. 1Pet 3.20-21) and with the
children of Israel (Ex 14; cp. 1Cor 10.1ff.). God’s Son is set apart in baptism.

Animals in worship were baptized as “sons of the herd.” They wer baptized in order to become a substitute, enduring God’s wrath
in order to receive God’s pleasure. This is a kingly role.

James and John will drink this cup and be baptized, but they just don’t know what that looks like right now.

But it is not in Jesus’ authority to appoint who will sit on his right and left hands. That is appointed by the Father himself. Jesus
doesn’t assume or grasp that authority to himself. 

“The ten” become infuriated with James and John. Selfishness and self-centeredness create divisions. 
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“The ten” is significant. Recalls the division in Israel under David’s grandson, Rehoboam. Rehoboam decided he would
demonstrate just how powerful he was by being more oppressive than Solomon.

The result of his using his authority this way was that he divided the kingdom. Ten tribes became “Israel” and would be ruled by
Jeroboam, son of Nebat, and two tribes became “Judah,” and would continue to be ruled by David’s sons. 

Jesus is establishing a new kingdom as great David’s greater son. This kingdom is under threat of division once again because of
the misunderstanding of and proper use of kingly authority. How will Jesus handle this? Will he be another Rehoboam? Hardly.

Gentiles use their authority to self-promote. Like Rehoboam, they want to demonstrate just how powerful they are. 

Contrary to this, the greatest in Christ’s kingdom is the servant of all.

“The Son of Man” = the one to whom is given dominion. 

The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life a ransom in the stead of the many. Identifies him with
the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53. 

Ransom = redemption money. Carries the ideas of payment, substitution, and covering/atonement. 

Redemption money is given to free the land or the life of a near-kinsman, e.g. (Lev 25.24ff.). To free firstborn of men and some
animals from death (Ex 13.1-2; Num 3.12-13; 18.15). 

The biblical picture of the ransom here is that Jesus is our near-kinsman who comes to redeem our lives from slavery by paying our
debts. He is also the lamb of God who dies in the place of all us in Adam, the firstborn son. 

He dies to satisfy the just demands of God the Father so that we can live. He doesn’t allow us to languish on in slavery to sin and
death while he goes about enjoying the pleasures of being king. That’s not what the true king does in God’s economy. 

He gives himself completely for us. If our King does this, how much more should we give ourselves in lesser ways to one another? 

How much more should we put away our petty ambitions that cause divisions between us to see the restoration of peaceful
relationships? How much more should we give up what we perceive to be our rights to hold bitterness and anger toward our
brothers in order to unify the kingdom? Jesus shows us the way as he accomplishes for us what we can’t accomplish for ourselves.

What does this look like, for instance, in the life of the church?

What does it look like when you are in the confines of your home with your family?

What does this look like for those running businesses or participating in companies? 

What does this look like in prayer?


