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November 2, 2014 THE CHURCH: THE LIVING ART OF GOD

PSALM 133 (WITH 2SM 5.1-5; JN 17.20-26; EPH 4.1-16)
God’s works of art–Tabernacle & Temple–were reflective of his relationship to his people and his people’s
relationship with one another; reflected the reality of the relationship and how the relationships were to look. 

Form–who they were as God’s Temple–was to match content–what they did. We are images of God and we are to
live as images of God.

What is that form and content that God wants us to have as his people to share in and reflect his life? How can we be
living works of art? How does God want us to show his beauty? Ps 133: we are never more beautiful than when we
are dwelling together in unity. 

The world is an ugly place. David knew/experienced this. Shown in the progression of the Psalms of Ascent (Pss
120-134). They start and one place and move upward toward a destination: worship at Jerusalem.

Ps 133 - the time when they are gathered but not yet engaged in worship. Setting: unity takes place when the people
of God gather around the throne of God for worship.

David writes this with appreciation for unity because he had experienced war and division with the house of Saul.
Eventually the kingdom was reconciled and David reigned over all of Israel (2Sm 5.1-5).

Behold, how good and how delightful/pleasant when brother sit in unity. - Not merely personally emotive (though
I’m sure it was emotional). David’s story is the story of God’s faithful people; people who have been set apart but
must wait to come into the fullness of God’s promises.

Psalms of Ascent begin in 120 with distress, no peace. They progress toward peace expressing the vicissitudes of
distress and hope.
 
“Good” - general term with broad range of meaning; merry, pleasant, having things in order, being friendly, moral
goodness, and beautiful. Fullness of the word comes in here. Word used in Gen 1 of God’s evaluation.

“Pleasant” or “delightful” - sometimes associated with music. It has the resonance of pleasant music; music that
satisfies; music that draws you in and up and moves you forward.

Moving toward Ps 133 is a journey; a journey in which we begin relatively alone and then join with a great host who
share your journey, your struggles and the movement toward peace. You are all one in purpose.

This becomes good and pleasant to you when you accept what God defines as good and pleasant. God is telling us
what is good and pleasant, and we are to adopt his definition and learn how to experience “good and pleasant.”

Why is this good and pleasant? God himself is one (Dt 6.4). When his people are one it is good b/c God is good.

Simile #1: “It is like the good oil upon the head running down upon the beard, upon the beard of Aaron upon the
mouth of his garments.”

Oil = anointing oil. Oil that anoints Aaron, the high priest, is special oil and had one purpose (Ex 30.22-33):
consecrate/make holy Aaron and the Tabernacle.

Fragrant oil: the priest/worshiper and Tabernacle were to “smell different.” Worship has a distinct “odor.” 

Oil = liquid light, making the face shine (Ps 104.15). Aaron & Tabernacle = light to the world. 

All symbolize the Holy Spirit. He is the one who makes them holy, giving them distinct odor and light.

Who is Aaron? Father of the priestly line. High priest. A chief representative of God’s people. Israel was “in Aaron,”
something indicated by him wearing stones on his garments that represented the 12 tribes of Israel.
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Israel shares in Aaron’s anointing and glory. This is who they are, and this is what they are to become.

Beard = glorified face of the man.

Garments - created for “glory and beauty” (Ex 28.2). Reflected the unity of God’s people.

Jesus is our high priest. We share in his anointing/Spirit (Eph 4). We are holy and are to become holy.

Simile #2: “It is like the dew of Hermon coming down upon the mountains of Zion because there YHWH has
commanded the blessing: life eternal/forever.”

Dew was a sign of God’s blessing (Dt 33.28). Mt Hermon was north of Israel and its snow cap was a source of the
Jordan River which watered all the land of Israel.

God blesses his people when they ascend his holy mountain, and what flows from them makes the rest of the world
fruitful/alive.

The dew of Hermon is connected to the anointing oil of Aaron as well. It runs down from the head, down the beard,
down to the hems of his garment.

“There YHWH commanded the blessing: life forevermore.”

Where do we receive the blessing of eternal life? In union with our high priest and, therefore, in union with the
people of God (because the two can’t be separated). When all of this happens, God’s living work of art is seen in all
of its glory.

We share in David and Israel’s story (which is why we are commanded to sing the Psalms). We are on a journey that
is fraught with distress, fueled by faith-filled hope, and will end in peace.

The world is an ugly place for us, but we must realize: we are one in Christ Jesus. There is an inviolable unity in
Christ Jesus with all the other saints. Cf. Eph 4.4-6

This inviolable unity tells us who we are and who we are to become. Jn 17.20-26

We are not one as we ought to be in the present.

Local church relationships: Eph 4.2-3. We are to defer to the needs of others above our own comforts and even
above our own rights. That is what humility does. We are to endure with one another, not giving up on relationships
easily.

Relationships between churches/denominations: 

1) There is true ugliness in our denominationalism. There is incoherence, disunity, infighting, territorial wars, etc.
God is not pleased with so many things in our denominations; especially when we put our pet doctrines and activities
above our foundational unity in Christ Jesus. 

2) The parts do make up the whole. While there are these differences and distinct and obvious weaknesses in
denominational structures, God is using the parts to accomplish his beautiful purpose.

3) We are an unfinished work of art. We are more of a motion picture than we are a fixed painting or sculpture. We
are a musical work that is constantly moving through dissonance and harmonies toward a resolution.

God uses even the sinful acts of men to accomplish his purposes. Note the cross.


