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August 24, 2014 HELL

MARK 9.42-50
Hell is a place of eternal punishment for all those who are enemies of the life of God. 

1. WHERE IS HELL?
Bible doesn’t give us a “map” location for Hell (or Heaven). A place in another dimension, but real.

Mt 25.31-46 - There is a place of joy for those who have ministered to him by ministering to the least of his brethren, and there is a
place of torment, eternal fire, for those who refused to minister to his brethren.

Bible speaks of people residing in both Hell and Heaven. People, in whatever form, exist in time and space. There must be a
location for people to be there.

Lk 16.19-31 - rich man was in torment, Lazarus was in paradise. Post-mortem both continue to exist consciously awaiting the
resurrection (cf. e.g., Heb 12.18-24; Rev 20.11ff.).

Hebrew sheol and the Greek word hades sometimes translated “Hell.” More properly: the abode of the dead, the grave; a place of
continued consciousness after this life with two dimensions: torment and joy.

Images: fire (Mt 3.12; 13.42, 50; 25.41, 46; Mk 9.43ff.; cf. also Rev 14.10-11; 20.10, 15; 21.8). Literal or metaphor? Some believe
only a metaphor for horrible torment. (Not denying the existence of a literal Hell necessarily but think “fire” simply points to
torment.)

Literal and metaphor are not mutually exclusive in Scripture. (E.g., history of Scripture is also metaphor though literal; man is real
but also an image/symbol).

Hell may indeed be a place of literal fire, but that doesn’t mean that some type of physical torment is the extent of the meaning of
the fiery punishment. The burning may be a literal flame, and it may also include the burning of unsated desire. 

Unquenchable fire may also include unquenchable desires. There is never the slightest bit of satisfaction in hell. There is only
discontentment taken to its infinite degree.

Were you a drunkard or a glutton? Were you sexually immoral? Were you covetous? Were you contentious, given to outbursts of
anger, and generally divisive in your relationships? There will be no rest from the desire by even temporary satisfaction.

“... Where their worm does not die.” (Cf. Isa 66.24; Mk 9.44, 46, 48). The worm is our companion in the grave (cf. Job 7.5; 17.14;
21.26; 24.20; Isa 14.11), consuming our bodies. In Hell the worm doesn’t die. You are being constantly consumed but never
consumed. Hell is a place of perpetual death.

Existence is not “life.” As Herman Bavinck rightly says, “Life in the full, rich existence of man in the unity of his soul and body, in
the unity with God and in harmony with his surroundings–all this it includes, and also blessedness and glory, virtue and happiness,
peace and joy.” (Our Reasonable Faith, 548)

“Outer darkness” where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Mt 8.12; 22.13; 25.30; cf. also 2Pt 2.4, 17; Jud 13). Insatiable
desires, the deepest of sorrows, raging anger, and the pain of all of it combined are expressed in weeping and gnashing of teeth.

This outer darkness = a place of isolation, disorientation, fear, and separation from all pleasure.

There are tastes of Hell right now, but they are all tempered with God’s mercy. Hell is a place devoid of God’s mercy. But it is not
only an absence of mercy. It is the active wrath of God being poured out continually and without the modicum of mercy to temper
the suffering.

Hell exists in the presence of God -  Rev 14.10, “...he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of
his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.” 

They will be in the unmediated presence of the one they hate for all eternity.
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Degrees of punishment based on how much was given to you (Mt 11.22, 24; Lk 12.47, 48; 20.17; cf. also Mt 10.15)

2. WHY IS HELL NECESSARY?
Love necessitates Hell. True love protects the purity of relationships and life. Anything or anyone who seeks to destroy the beloved
is met with wrath. 

Love within the Godhead necessitates Hell. God created the world to be a mutual gift between the Father, Son, and Spirit. Sin
cannot stain the gift and must be expelled.

God’s love for his creation necessitates Hell. God wants his creation to enjoy his life, his justice; i.e., relationships being arranged
as they ought to be so that they bring peace. This justice demands Hell.

People who don’t want to be a part of God’s life are allowed to have what they want: a life outside of God’s joyous presence. Hell
is the full harvest of the seeds they have sown in their lives.

Hell is the end of a journey; a road-way you have walked. Can’t walk toward Hell and wind up in Heaven.

3. HOW LONG IS THE PUNISHMENT OF HELL?
False views:  “annhilationism” (i.e., people will eventually go out of existence) and post-mortem repentance (i.e., people will have
the opportunity to escape Hell after death).

Hell is just as everlasting as the joys of the righteous. Mk 9.43, “unquenchable fire;” Mt 25.41, 46, “eternal”; 2Thess 1.9 “eternal
destruction”; Rev 14.11, “forever and ever.”

Life on earth is a gift that comes with a vocation. Death is the end of the mission and a calling to account. (Cf. Eccl 12.14; 2Cor
5.10; Heb 9.27; et al.). Death finalizes your eternal state.

Those in Hell will participate in the last-day resurrection (cf. Jn 5.28-29; also Rev 20.12ff.). They will receive new bodies to exist
in Hell forever. 

4. HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE?
Persevere in the faith. Don’t allow yourself to be overcome by sin. What Jesus encourages in Mk 9.42-50

Anyone with assurance of salvation while living in rebellion against God is presuming. He has no reason to believe that he is in the
way of life. Remember, the road you are walking in your life is leading somewhere.

After describing the torments of Hell, John says, “Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and
faith in Jesus. (Rev 14.12). The reality of Hell is a motivation for us to stay on the way of righteousness.

No one has been or will finally be saved apart from faith in Christ. Saving faith is a faith that stays loyal to Christ. 

Proclaim the gospel. 

There is good news to be proclaimed. God’s love within himself and for his creation necessitated that he remedy the problem of sin
and, consequently Hell. God acted in love on behalf of his creation, taking on the likeness of sinful flesh in the Person of Jesus so
that he might endure the wrath and curse of God in order to save us and the rest of creation.

The gospel is that Jesus took Hell for us so that we would not have to endure it. Jesus absorbed infinite Hell for us so that we would
experience infinite joy. 

All those who put their trust in, all those who commit their way to him, have already died with Christ and endured Hell in him. The
penalty is fully paid in Christ. 

Tell your friends and your neighbors that though Hell is real and a possibility for their lives, if they will turn to Christ and commit
themselves to him, they need not fear.


