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September 7, 2014 LET THE CHILDREN COME

MARK 10.13-16
Jesus corrects the disciples’ distorted view of the kingdom by embracing, blessing, and declaring small children to be the heirs of
the kingdom.

Context: misused authority/power. Pharisees using authority to divorce. Rich man must give up all worldly power (and become as a
helpless child) and follow Christ. In the middle: disciples abuse authority by refusing access to children; children granted authority
as heirs of the kingdom.

1. THE DISCIPLES REBUKING THE CHILDREN (13)
Who were these children? Unnamed. Not any particular class or family in Israel. Common children who were members of the
people of God. 

Always included in the worshiping community of God’s people. Cf. e.g., Ex 10.1ff.)

“Child” can refer to children at least up to the age of 12. Cf. Mk 5.39-42. Luke records similar/same incident ans speaks of parents
bring “infants” (Lk 18.15). Children = young children dependent upon and under the authority of parents.

Children brought to Jesus. Didn’t come on their own. Analogous to the paralytic in Mk 2. Those who have the power/authority
over them use their power to take them to Jesus.
 
Wanted Jesus to touch them. Touch in Mark: healing leper (1.41), various diseases (3.10), deaf mute (7.33). Children need healing
even if parents don’t fully understand.

We don’t know all that our children need. It is wise to bring them to Jesus who does know and is willing to touch and heal them in
the deepest part of their beings, places we can’t see and touch.

Disciples are rebuking the parents. Strong word of disapproval. Why? From pattern of behavior and correction: they have the
wrong view of who is important in the kingdom (similar to the Pharisees).

Disciples have been given authority, but they are misusing their authority by keeping out those the King accepts.

Are we like the disciples? How could we be keeping people out whom the King accepts?

a) Unnecessarily delaying or refusing their baptism. 

b) Keeping our children from the Lord’s Table. 

c) doubting  our children’s faith. 

d) Becoming a stumblingblock.

2. JESUS REBUKING THE DISCIPLES (14-15)
Why is Jesus indignant? Why does Jesus not calmly see the mistake and gently correct it? Just recently he told them that the one
who receives children receives him (9.36-37). Now they are doing just the opposite.

How does this justify anger? Righteous anger is provoked when that which is good and right is threatened or attacked. Sinful anger
is also provoked when something we love is threatened. 

The disciples were threatening a relationship that Jesus held dear. Jesus loves these children and the disciples are trying to keep
them away. (Cp. Mk 3.5 and Jesus’ reaction to the Pharisees’ hardness of heart)

“... of such is the kingdom of God.”  the entire created order arranged under the lordship of God’s Son. The kingdom was God’s
promised inheritance to his son–Israel and Israel’s king.  The kingdom coming in would be the time when God’s people, embodied
in his Son, would rule the entier created order and bring in righteousness and peace.
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Children are children and not mere illustrations/metaphors

“whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a child, he will by no means enter it.” Children are not only members. They are
the standard of admission!

What does it mean to receive the kingdom as a child? They are helpless and dependent. Their status is one that can’t depend upon
any personal power to lay claim to or achieve anything. They can only look to others to provide for them.

So it is with those who come into the kingdom. It will not be because of their prowess in strength or possessions that they will enter
the kingdom. It will only be because they look in utter reliance upon their Father’s provision.

3. JESUS BLESSING THE CHILDREN (16)
Embracing - cp. 9.36-37; loving identification with them.

Blessing - has deep roots in the history of God’s people. We see it early on in history with Abraham blessing Isaac, Isaac blessing
Jacob, and Jacob blessing his twelve sons. IN all of these cases the blessings was about bestowing on them an inheritance.

God had given the fathers’ the blessing, and now the fathers are distributing that inheritance to their sons according to the will of
God. Jesus is doing the same thing.

Since he is the King in the kingdom, he is distributing to them what was given to him; namely, the kingdom itself. He has already
declared that “to such belong the kingdom of God.” 

Laying on of hands. Like the embracing, Jesus is identifying himself with them. But laying on of hands adds another dimension to
that union: ordination.

Blessing comes with a mission. Jesus is commissioning these children to be his kingdom representatives. When people receive
them, they will be receiving Jesus. When people reject them, they will be rejecting Jesus.

But these children also now have the responsibility to take the gift given to them and be faithful with it. All blessing comes with
responsibility.

1. Parents, bring your children to Jesus.

2. Children blessed by Jesus, be faithful with what Jesus has given you.


