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QUESTIONS OF GREATNESS:
DESTROYING THE DESTROYERS

MARK 9.42-50
Jesus teaches his disciples that their desire and pursuit of greatness on the world’s terms will lead to the destruction of others as
well as their own. When they see that they are desiring and pursuing honor on the world’s terms, they are to destroy what seeks to
destroy them and others.
[1. THE WAY OF GREATNESS (30-37)]
[2. THE WORK OF GREATNESS (38-50)]

The unlimited power of God (38-41)
Destroying the destroyers (42-50)

Geographical scene is the same: house in Capernaum (probably the family house of Simon Peter & Andrew).

Jesus’ reference to children at the beginning of this passage deals with “one of these little ones who believe in me.” May have still
had the child he pointed out earlier.

The disciples have a responsibility to serve him by nurturing, caring for, teaching, and giving him a proper example. But what
happens if you’ve adopted the world’s view of greatness that worries about power, prestige, and position? They are not important
in the world’s eyes.

They come to see power (by your example) that the world revolves around serving self.

Cause the children to “stumble” (i.e., so as to fall into sin and/or apostasy). Word used later in Mark to speak about the disciples
“falling away” (14.27, 29).

Done by teaching them to rebel against Christ (like Jewish leaders) or by giving them the wrong example (disciples).

Millstone = donkey-pulled millstone (as opposed to one that can be handled by an individual (cf. Jdg 9.53).

Better for someone to be drowned in the depth of the sea than to cause the child to stumble. Punishment for causing children to
stumble will be much worse than this.

Ways to lead a child astray: 1) teach them conscientiously and deliberately rebel against Christ; 2) Neglecting duties to them,
following visions of greatness that pursue other things.
 
Legitimate pursuits can be perverted into negligence of duties.

Those who offend, Jesus says, are better off dead. They need to be cut off from their influence over his children.

Body parts leading to sin/apostasy: taken in a corporate as well as individual perspective. “Body” = group of people (e.g., church)

If you are a part of a body–a group of friends, business associates, political cronies, or even a local church–that is leading you to
forsake the way of the kingdom, it is time for radical surgery.

This is what is done by the church in excommunication. Also what is done by individuals with friendships.

Body parts are originally God-given and, thus, “good.” But they can be perverted so that they lead you astray.

“Is Jesus promoting self-mutilation?” Jesus is using hyperbole here as well as imagery to speak about the radical way we need to
deal with those things that threaten to destroy us and others. Big issue is the heart (7.20-23).

Hand, foot, & eye - all involved in our primal calling to take dominion, or establish a kingdom (Ge 1.28).

Hand - take hold of things and change the situation. What are your activities?

If there are things to which you are putting your hand that lead you to sin, cut them off. If you are involved with friends are
associates that are influencing you to sin, cut off the relationship.
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Feet - take you places; beautiful when you preach the gospel or they can walk you into destruction.

Where are your feet taking you? Are they places that cause you to sin? What about where your friends or business associates are
heading. Can you handle being a part of that group without stumbling into sin? 

Eye - instrument of seeing; used to make judgments (i.e., distinguish between things).

What or who is influencing your judgment? If something or someone is influencing your judgment in a way that causes you to
forsake the way of Christ, that “eye” needs to be plucked out.

Jesus leaves the responsibility to you. Others can only encourage you. You must be the one to take the responsibility because you
will be held responsible.

Will be difficult at times. “Cutting off” a member of your body is not easy. But it is necessary. Must look at the long-term effects.

The disciples themselves would have to make these difficult decisions at every level. The body of Israel in which they grew up and
with whom they identified would, as a body, be opposed to Christ and his way. Will they forsake their ways?

Cast into hell/Gehenna - Valley of Hinnom (Jer 7.30-34); where Israel sacrificed their children to Molech in pagan worship (2Chr
28.3; 33.6). The place where Israel’s “body” would be eaten by the birds and beasts (i.e., covenant curses).

Those who cause children to stumble so as to fall into apostasy, which is the result of forsaking the way of Christ’s kingdom, will
suffer these covenant curses. You either forsake a body part now, or your whole body will suffer in the future.

“... where their worm dies not and the fire is not quenched” - Isa 66.24 - at the end of a passage that introduces God’s promise of
new creation. God’s people will inherit and those who reject his way will suffer eternal torment.

“salted with fire.” Related to the altar and the Temple system; cf. Lev 2.13. Everyone will pass through the fires of judgment.

The whole world and everyone in it will be sent up to God as an offering in fire. You will either be an acceptable offering or an
unacceptable offering. Paul speaks about this in a couple of different places with differing contexts; cf. 1Cor 3; 2Cor 5.10.

God’s presence as a continually burning fire was there in the altar. Some of the offering went up in smoke and was eaten by God.
The ashes were collected and taken outside the camp. Same fire. Two effects: food or destruction.

Salt makes food taste good. Without salt the offering is unacceptable.

“Have salt in yourselves and be at peace with one another.” Jesus is telling his disciples that they are to have the salt appropriate for
offering to God in themselves at all times so that they will be “good tasting offerings.”

What is done with these offerings? They are eaten. Meat and dough are cooked in order to be eaten by God, the priests, the
worshiper, or a combination of the three. Meals are shared as symbols of peace.

If they are living as living sacrifices (as Paul says to the Romans), then they will be living at peace with one another. 

In this context, what does it mean to have this salt in yourself and be a living sacrifice? It means that you forsake the world’s
visions of greatness and you follow the way of the kingdom and become a servant of all.

1. Hell is real and it is the destination for all those who rebel against and forsake Jesus’ way.

2. When you love and trust Christ, following him as a faithful disciple, there is no need to fear the fires of judgment.


