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August 31, 2014 MARRIAGE: DECORATING THE GRAVE OR ENJOYING LIFE?
MARK 10.1-12

The Pharisees seek to entrap Jesus by testing him publicly on the lawfulness of divorce. Jesus escapes the snare and turns the
tables on the Pharisees by revealing the intent of the Law as well as their unwillingness to love and pursue the life the Law
commands.

1. SCENE ONE: PUBLIC CONFRONTATION CONCERNING DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE (1-9)
Jesus has been in the Galilean region since after being baptized in the Jordan. Baptized and then enters the wilderness to be tested. 

Jesus is crossing the Jordan again and he will be tested by the Pharisees. Judea/Israel = the wilderness. The leadership of Israel =
the embodiment of Satan.

Pharisees - purity movement in the intertestamenal period against tide of Hellenization (i.e., the Greek culture) in which Jews were
giving up distinctiveness.

Zealous for the oral-law tradition (something Jesus battled) and pressed priestly purity laws on the commoner in Israel. Very
oppressive (cf. e.g., Mt 23.1ff.).

Interested in kingdom movements. They figured when God established his kingdom, they would be primary rulers in it. Jesus’
vision of the kingdom is different from theirs and has them on the outside.

But Jesus is popular and is shaking up the whole landscape. They join with the Herodians and try to destroy him (cf. 3.6).

The Herod family were the illegitimate kings of Israel. They were the sons of Esau, the displaced firstborn son of Isaac. Terribly
wicked. The condemning of an unlawful marriage within the Herod family cost John his life (cf. 6.14ff.).

If Jesus as a public figure (like John) condemns divorce and remarriage, he might end up like John! Herod already believed that
Jesus was John resurrected (6.14).

The question is a simple one: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” As Mark records it, they are not asking, “What are the
proper grounds for divorce?” a question that would assume divorce is lawful.

They know the Law permits divorce in certain circumstances, but maybe Jesus is changing everything (like he is doing, e.g., with
the Sabbath laws).

“What did Moses command?”  1) Jesus’ reference back to Moses assumes that Jesus is being consistent with previous Scripture,
not trying to overturn it.

2) Jesus wants to know what Moses commanded. Pharisees respond that Moses permitted a certificate of divorce. Moses
commanded how to carry out a divorce, but Moses never commanded divorce. 

Pharisees have some understanding of the Law. Cf. Dt 24.1-4

But Moses had to give permission for divorce because of the hardness of their hearts; i.e., because they were sinfully rebellious
God would limit the effects of their sin and seek to protect the victims of divorce.

Moses commanded what we find in the opening scenes of Genesis, which is the Law’s aim and intention for marriage.

Divorce is the result of sin in the world. Even permissible divorces are the consequence of living in a world in which sin has
brought death, not just in some abstract, theoretical or ethereal way. Sin has brought death, not least of all, to our relationships,
particularly marriage.

Until sin is fully and finally dealt with and eradicated, divorce will be a reality with which we will have to live. In our struggles
with sin, God made provision for this reality through the allowance of divorce when the covenant has been breeched.

Israel had taken the permission for divorce, abused it, and missed the whole aim of God’s intention for marriage. 
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Pharisees were concerned about how to get away with something legally. Not interested in true life.

Commands for marriage begin with male and female. God had been dividing and reuniting opposites in creation. Male and female
union is the apex of this.

“Leave father and mother and cleave to his wife” - male’s responsibility to give himself in covenant love/faithfulness to his wife,
not to be seeking to get out of the marriage when he finds something/someone else he prefers.

Sometimes divorce is righteous; cf. Jer 3.8; Mt 1.19. But divorce should be the last option.

“no longer two but one flesh.” When you marry, you become a new being, a new person. Your life is now inseparably bound up
with the life of this other person. While you remain distinct individuals, you are no longer merely and individual.

Marriage changes who you are. It doesn’t merely “add” something to your life; some accouterment or decoration bolted on to your
existence. Jesus says that the two are no longer two but one flesh.

This means that your old life has been put to death. Much of your old life will take on new shape in your married life, but it must all
be contextualized within marriage now, that is, if you want to really live (i.e., enjoy marriage).

This is why divorce is not merely the breaking of superficial contract or the unbolting of an add-on to your life. Divorce is not like
getting rid of a car or changing out a picture in your den. Divorce rips you apart. It is death.

2. SCENE TWO: PRIVATE INSTRUCTION CONCERNING DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE (10-12)
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another,
she commits adultery.” Aware of the qualifications. (Probably even assumes them.)

Sometimes things need to be said without qualification for rhetorical punch (especially when your audience knows all the
qualifications and some have used them to justify getting out of their responsibilities).

May also be referring to a situation like Herod’s in which divorce by both man and woman resulted in an adulterous relationship
(i.e., because the marriage had not been dissolved legally.

The strength of the statement should drive home Jesus’ aim. The Law’s intention was life, realized in every aspect of life, and, in
this case, particularly marriage. 

Stop trying to be superficially conformed to the letter of the Law and start seeking the life which it promises. Of course, within life
under the Law, this life couldn’t be fully realized. Jesus’ kingdom is a promise that this life can now be realized.

Stop trying to learn how you can make death more tolerable and even more beautiful. LIVE! Stop asking, in the words of Paul,
what is merely lawful. Ask, “What is profitable?”

1. As Christians we should not simply resign ourselves to the fact that there is sin in the world and that we will go through this. We
must fight sin in order to live.


