
… AND WHY ARE THERE?..

... A robe and a clerical collar on the pastor?

Throughout Scripture a man’s calling is identified by his

clothing. For example, when God set apart Aaron and his sons to

be priests, he distinguished them by giving them special clothes to

wear (Lev 8). Just before Aaron’s death, these clothes were taken

off of him and put on his son, Eliezar, indicating that there was a

new high priest (Num 20.22ff.). We are not unfamiliar with this

correlation between a man’s job and his clothing. We identify

policemen, judges, doctors, postal workers and many others by the

clothes that they wear. While it is not absolutely necessary for the

pastor to wear these particular types of clothing, it is beneficial.

The pastor has been set apart or ordained to perform specific tasks

in the church as Christ’s representative. The white robe in worship

and the clerical collar throughout the week identify him and his

calling.

… Children in the service? 

The Lord’s Service is the time each week in which God’s

people–all of God’s people–are to present themselves before the

Lord. The means by which a person becomes a member of Christ’s

church is baptism. The Bible teaches that children of believers are

declared by God to be a part of his people. Because God declares

them to be a part of his people, it is the responsibility of the church

to declare what God declares; to say what God says. The only way

we can do that is through the rite that Christ prescribed that would

mark out his people: baptism (Mt 28.19). Since all of our baptized

children are a part of God’s people (members of the Church), they

also have the obligation to present themselves before their God.

They have privileges that need to be enjoyed, and they have

commands that need to be heard and obeyed; even from the

youngest years. So, children have a part in the worship of God’s

people on the Lord’s Day. They are a part of the family.

We realize that there are times in which small children/babies

will have problems that will prohibit them from staying in the

Service. For this reason we provide assistance for those who need

it. But we welcome and encourage parents to bring their children

into the Service. We only ask that if a child has a problem which

draws attention away from the Service that he/she be taken out of

the Service until the issue is resolved.


