
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Commitment to a local body of believers–a Church–is vitally

important for every Christian. Being a member of a local

congregation is not only important, it is the assumed position of

every Christian in the New Testament. The Bible’s authors have no

concept of a person being outside of the watchful care of a pastor

and elders. When the author of Hebrews tells his readers that they

need to submit to their rulers in the church, he is assuming that they

are actually continuing, committed participants in the local

community of God’s people (Heb 13.7, 17). When Paul writes to

the saints of any city, he does so assuming the context of the

Church (i.e., that the saints are in this community called the

Church). For these and many other reasons, we believe that it is

essential that each Christian have a stated, formal, public

commitment to a local Church. If you are in need of a Church

home and would like to commit yourself to this particular Church,

you may contact the pastor or any one of the elders listed on the

back of the order of worship. Any one of us would be delighted to

speak with you.

There are a several ways a person becomes a member of the

Church. One way is through profession of faith. If you are a not a

Christian, you must first profess your faith in Christ and submit to

baptism. Another way to become a member of this particular

Church is through transfer of membership. When you are a

member of another particular Church, we must request that the

other Church recommend you for membership in this Church. A

person may also come by statement of faith. If the Church of which

you have been a member will not recognize us as a Church (e.g.,

the Roman Catholic Church will not recognize us as a legitimate

Church) or, if the Church of which you were a member has

dissolved for some reason, then you may come by statement of

faith. Last, young children become members of the Church by

virtue of their parents’ membership. They are baptized because

they have believing parents. 

When a person comes for membership on the basis of

profession of faith, transfer of membership or statement of faith,

he/she must be examined by the Session (i.e., the pastor and ruling

elders of the Church). When the Session finds that everything is in

order, that person is received into the membership of this particular

church with all of the privileges and responsibilities that come with

being a part of Christ’s church.


