
THE LORD’S SERVICE

The God who created heaven and earth and redeemed them in

Christ Jesus has called us to be his people. The heart of this life as

the people of God is to be gathered together praying, hearing His

Word, and eating and drinking with Him. From here we are sent on

mission every week to proclaim the lordship of Jesus over every

area of His creation. Every Sunday CPC gathers together for this

purpose. We are called together each week to be renewed and

reinvigorated for day-to-day mission, and reminded of the hope

that we have in Christ. What we do here is not some invention of

our own, of course, but is commanded by God Himself.

Throughout his Word, God instructs how this gathering is to be

shaped. The pattern of our worship takes its shape from Jesus’

fulfillment of the patterns of worship revealed in the Old

Testament. What happens at the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai

through Moses and subsequently in the Tabernacle and Temple are

all now fulfilled in Christ and his people. The worship that God

commands begins with the call. This call is the summons for God’s

people to gather around His throne so that He can do for them what

he has promised. Since we are not without sin, God first cleanses

us when we come into His presence. The announcement of God’s

promise of forgiveness comes from His appointed representative

who leads the service: the pastor. The process of renewal has begun

at this point, and we are ready to hear instructions from our Lord.

At this point God consecrates or sets us apart by declaring His

Word to us through the recitation, singing, and teaching of it. We

are being told who we are and, consequently, what we are to be

doing as those who bear the name “Christian.” In response to

receiving God’s Word, we confess our faith through one of the

ancient creeds. Our confession takes tangible expression when we

present ourselves to God in our tithes and offerings, expressing our

commitment to Him and the work of His kingdom. The apex of our

worship comes as we gather around the Lord’s Table for

communion with Him. This is the meal of the family of God. We

share it with one another and God Himself. Through this meal God

tells us that we truly are His people and he will do everything for

us that He has promised to do. Having been renewed and nourished

by God, we are then commissioned to go out and bring others to

the feast. So, we are then sent out with the Lord’s blessing.

This pattern of worship as well as many of the elements

particular to the worship at CPC reflect the worship that has

occurred throughout the history of Christ’s church. We gladly

embrace much of the wisdom of our fathers in adopting many

ancient forms while also seeking to be ever reforming.

Because The Lord’s Service is central and vital to our

lives as Christians, and each element within it is of great

importance, we don’t mind the hour-and-a-half that we spend here.

You are warmly welcome to join us. We hope that you will see in

us and know for yourself the joy and hope of Biblical worship.


